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The New York Times before the vote American getting an end result and not orck 
by Cariotta Gal) and David officials flatly deny the having a meaningful vote 

Rohde charges, but the reports process," said Andrew choi 

KABUL - Taliban attacks continue to feed deeper Wilder, head of the Afghan lit a 

aside, a huge question looms suspicions. "How will the Research and [evaluation Hah 

over Afghanistan's first-ever Americans fix it?" asked a Unit, an independent Afgl 
presidential election on Oct. close aide to one of Mr. research group here. herit 

9. Will the country's hopeful Karzai’s main challengers United Nations officials Afgl 
electorate see it as an Abdul Latif Pedram, a writer organizing the vote say the are 1 
exercise in democracy, or an who is one ol 17 candidates effort here is a mere shadow I h< 
exercise in American challenging Mr Karzai, says of past efforts in Cambodia cont 
political theater? a truncated Afghan election and East Timor "This is coin 

President Hamid Karzai. process is designed to benefit much bigger, much more dire< 
whom the United States two incumbents, Mr. Karzai dangerous, much less past 
supports, is bv far the best- and President Bush A money." said one official. ^ 'll 
known politician in comfortable win by Mr The lack of funds, combined sour 
Afghanistan and is widely Karzai in a carefully with security problems, have on 
expected to win His controlled election will boost left the country with only tor [ 
platform enjoys Mr Bush's re-election 100 to 200 international Mr 

overwhelming popular chances and that is why an obsen ers lor an election in ha\t 

support in public opinion uneven electoral playing which there will be 5,000 'egi? 
polls After a quarter-century field exists in Afghanistan, polling centers rig 11 

of civ il war, his calls for lie says Mr Wilder and others warn Afgl 

national unitv, peaceful In fact, challengers operate at that members of the milli 
resolution of disputes and a disadvantage Mr Pedram country's educated elite, the over 
reconstruction clearly pointed out that they have backbone of the effort to num 

resonate across this not ^een given resources to reform the country, are sum 
expectant society visit the country's 34 cynical about the elections, rmlh 

But Afghans remain provinces, while Mr Karzai calling them a done deal' But 
unfamiliar with the is being flown ' around tor Mr Karzai 
democratic piocevv Afghanistan h\ the American Such, critics point to figure', num 

icaislomvd to lunuvi and military. "Mi Karzai can go that show that while up 
distrustful of rivals and with American helicopters Afghanistan received only estir 
outsiders Members of its and American bodyguards to meager reconstruction vole 

elite, some military 10 provinces in one day." he financing in fiscal 2002 and that 
commanders and Mr said "What can we do r, “ 2003. the Bush vote 

Karzai's challengers are While that mequitv might administration lias pumped In t 
warning that American seem unavoidable to an additional SI 76 billion in opin 
officials are imperiling the Americans eager to keep Mr reconstruction funds into the Mr 
election's credibility' by Karzai from being country in fiscal 2004 land 
living too hard to get a show assassinated. Mr Pedram is Speaking privately, accu 

of broad support foi Mr not alone when he criticizes American villicials say the supj 
Karzai and doing too little to preparations tor the voting effort to rapidly build roads oral 

assure Afghans that the itself Afghan and Western schools and clinics has been But 
electoral plaviim field is analysts sav pressure from designed to increase dial 
level • the United States and Mr Afghans' .confidence in the last 

Some leading iSallengerx to Karzai has forced l nited .West, and in Mr Karzai is st 

Mi Karzai ^av that the Nations officials who me Critics ol the election pojii 
\merican ambassador, organizing the vote to create preparations sav the impi 

/almav Khalil/ad and other a form of infant democracy problems go beyond bias inste 

Western officials have urged that cuts corners toward Mi Karzai Outside land 

them to drop out of the race It's hard not to conclude that ol Kabul, local warlords and Mr 

and back Mr Karzai d.iv- this was so much about tribal Ciders me expected to rat hi 


Creating Ethnical 
Motives Cannot Ensure 
a Candidate Success 

Election is a political process, holding this 
process in free and democratic situation 
have some requirements and convictions 
and all the participating sides must 
seriously consider it 

Tlie current elections as held lor the first 
time in our country are sensitive and 
considerable from all the sides 
If the forgoing sides are not considered, the 
present sensitive and fragile situation will 
face big problems. 

According to information some of the 
parti ers that arc working for some special 
and specific candidate, are trying to raise 
and emerge ethnical, regional, factional and 
lingual discriminations and by the help ol 
their selfish standards thev want to hesitate 
the pinions of people and misled them 
These parties as thev are working for their 
perpetuity and for reaching their targets 
under the shadow of the candidate indeed 

they do not know how a big felonv me thev 
commit line Because thev are thieutening 


Refugee Vote Influential 


'The out-of-comitr\ votc in Iran and Pakistan is very significant 
and may constitute 10% of the entire vote,” Peter Erbcn: 
directors of election operations in Pakistan and Iran, told 
journalists in Islamabad. 

I'p lo three million Afghans are still estimated to be In mg in 
Pakistan and some 1,670 polling stations will be set up in the 
western part of the country whore most refugee camps are based 
"This has been the largest out-of-country \otmg operation for 
refugees ever held and iio election of tins sort has ever been put 
together in such a short period of timed' the International 
Organization for Migration, winch is running the election for the 
l_ V said 

Around 20.000 local and international staff have been employed 
m both Iran and Pakistan to help organize and facilitate the vote 
Mr Pi hen said some of them have received anonymous phone 
threats and that pamphlets have been circulated among the 
Afghan community in Pakistan warning them not to vote 
"[ hope that these threats will not in am wav obstruct tlie 
election process A he said. 

lie said thev had found Afghan refugees very committed to the 
democratic process and eager to vote 

"IhcN want these elections to go ahead and they wanted to 
vole Thev see this as a turning point after so much war in 
Afghanistan.” 

Young for Afghanistan's presidential takes place on 4 October 
but it could be weeks before votes are tallied and a result is 
known 

Interim president Hamid Karzai is the favorite to win and is 
beinu challenged bv 17 candidates 


US, Ambassador Joins President Kami in 
Sheberghan - Sari-Pul Road Groundbreaking 

Shelter" luiii, .hiw/jun - health cure and ollit 
US Ambassador and services 
Special Presidential Ionov Addressing some 2uo gties 
Khalil/.ad joined nl the road site. Ambassatk 


/almav 
President Ha mid Kai /ai in a 
mouiidhrcaking cereiuony 
marking the beginning of 
reconstruction of i tic 
Sheberghan to Sandhi l 
Road 

Supported with 

approximate!v M5 Mi I Ron 
from the failed Siaies 


Up to three million Afghans are stiil living in camps in Pakistan 

Afghan refugees could play a key role in 
determining the country's next president, UN 
officials say. 

Refugees hvmg m Iran and Pakistan could make up i0%ot the total 
vote, a L N official said in Islamabad 

l.iclween ftOO.OOO and 800.000 Afghans living in Pakistan are eligible 
to vole with the corresponding number for refugees living m Iran 
between 400.000 to ft00.000 

Special polling stations are being set up m relugee camps in budi 
countries 
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issued a report say ing 
armed factions, sonic of 
them allied with the 
United States, were using 
force. threats and 
corruption to win over 
voters. 

Both Mr. Guchcnno and 
Afghanistan’s UN. 

ambassador. Ravan 

Farhad i. brushed off the 
report’s conclusions. 
Ambassador Farhad i 
predicted that main of 
those described by 

Human Rights Watch as 
warlords would be among 
those helping with 

election preparations, 

"41iis is just their way of 
propaganda, because the 
warlords. I mean they 
were calling warlords 
those who sen e 
Afghanistan." he said, "A 
man like Ismail Khan, like 
|Abdul Rashid) Dostum, 
General Atta 

| Mohammed), they are all 
serving Afghanistan for 
peace." 

Undersecretary General 
Guchcnno said he had 
heard reports of voter 
intimidation, hut was 
, „ . _ . confident the\ would not 

attect the credibility of 
disrupt the process are elections, 
deterred or discouraged." The Afghan election is 
he said. "In most cases, widely seen as a test of 
the response has been the Bush administration's 
extremely positne." policies in that region 

Mr Guchenno's briefing Mr. Guchcnno predicted 
came a day after a human the vote would be far 
rights group warned that from perfect, but said he 
powerful warlords were was confident ain 
hijacking the election disruptions would not be 
process. The group enough to damage the 
Human Rights Watch credibililx of llie election. 


work with many of these 
warlord figures in its war 
on terror, a strategy it 
calls self-defeating. 
Speaking just before die 
report's release, the US 
ambassador to 

Afghanistan Zalmay 
klialilzad. acknowledged 
the issue 

I iQvvcver. he said 
progress is being made m 
what he called breaking 
the back of warlordism 
Bill it is partly because so 
many militia 

commanders are still in 
power that many believe 
it is too dangerous to 
hold polls m Afghanistan 
now. including several 
candidates who have 
called for the polls to be 
postponed 

And Human Rights 
Watch say s the risks 
have been increased by 
serious shortcomings in 
the election organization 
process as well as with 
the level of independent 
moituorini! 


I affcctnig the 0 October 

mujahideen leaders and 
are resisting efforts to 

The study, say s warlords 

v iolence to ensure people 

While the continuing 
falcban insurgency often 
gets more headlines, it Js 

commanders retain that 
worries more people 

In some areas the report. 

entrenched that political 

Human arc censoring themselves 
Watch for fear of retaliation. 

The US group also 
report attacks the American 
leased on Tuesday says government for 

warlords are complacency about the 
ed in widespread country's election process 
and for cant inning to 


United Nations officials 
say preparations for 
Afghanistan's October 
presidential election arc 
on track. despite 

expectations of v iolence. 
U.N. and Afghan 

diplomats reject warnings 
that powerful v.arlords 
will try to hijack the vote. 
With a week and a half to 
go before Election Day. 
U N, Undersecretary 

General Jean-Marie 
Guehenno says 

recruitment of 125.000 
poll workers has been 
completed in six of 
Afghanistan's eight 
regions. Sixteen-thousand 
more observers and poll 
monitors will be 
stationed at 5,000 voting 
centers nationw ide. 

Ten million people have 
registered to vote in what 
will he Afghanistan’s 
first-ever presidential 
election. 

Briefing the Security 
Council Tuesday. Mr 
Guchcnno cautioned that 
the process remains 
vulnerable to what lie 


called "the prevailing 
level of insecurity" lie 
said in sonic areas where 
security staff is spread 
thin, tribal elders, some 
of them often referred tu 
as "warlords." are being 
asked to help out. 

"Tribal elders have been 
requested to both prov ide 
security and work with 
local councils to ensure 
that those attempting to 


The power of based 
I Afghan armed Rights 
factions means s; 

1 elections there A 
will go ahead in re 
an environment local 
of fear and invblv 
ronrpccinn LIS- intimidation 


ps-i* years. • which nas voweu io msnp 

; \ m With these iaciicsL the Kar/iii Uw elections. 

-. j campaign is certain il has ihe Kandahar could be more 

region m ilie bag. exposed, because all the 

Bl w v "Not only Kandahar." voles from i lie soul hern 

Ahmed Kar/iii says. provinces will he counted 

m m , „ "So far l J5"n is absolute lv here Aud it is likely io lake 

T m*> ikrowM guaranteed - there are people weeks 

\ p * m Helmmid |province|. The counting centre will he 

s .U wiihout anyone going to m the mum stadium, which 

| . 7 Jf J,|pl them, and they have less than three years ago was 

A*, jjj0p| announced they're supporting being used by ihc Talebau for 
■ / i' i he preside 111 ” public executions 

■ Ufe ^:.^||| Yet ahhougli little dotibl F.xlrttordiuun preparations 

Almied Waii Kaivui Hamid Kar/ai will win all are underway there 

Instead of i ravel in c oni io five soulhcnr provinces of reinforced eontauiers being 
villages and lovvns die Kandahar Zjibol. Uni/gan. dug into llie ground as 
Ktrrn cMiipai“ii has been Hclmand and Niinra/.. Hits is rockct-prool bunkers and, 

im mne i. iKil “ chiefs and •** :1 ™ce. blast-proof concrete installed 

elders' io visa ihem m To some peopled surprise, outside 
Kandahar for meetings or ins main challenger All approach mads will be 

luniomvitte-VnnusOiiiiiitoi" billed of! b> jjolluig d;i> on 
These “influent ml |Kople is also organizing here y October 

frtftn each disliiel go back io Some prominent people luive Ialnilvk Masadvkov the IN 
l heir \ 1 1 limes and talk to the come om for hint - including head m southern 
people." sivs Mimed Kar/ai. Khan Mohammed Kltait. Hie Aigliaiusian. says it is 
stignesiing who ihey should man I’residem Kiuvas concerned about die lineal ol 
\olJ lot dismissed as Kandahar violence - especially in Ztilwl 

About HI!) or SO elders from seenniv commander a few and ! ni/gau where Hie 
Kandahar province are herein niouilw ago falehau-led insurgency has 

ihc Kar/m csjmpaien olllces, IN ««’« with Ins been most intense 

Indians earefullv lied as llicv consolaiion jxisl - jxiliee 1 here. American troops will 
sei listening io sjvcchcs ' UneiT - and is now backme lx essential to keeping the 
Lunch of million and rice Mr (jammi ^ ptvxessou inisk 

follows M his campaign Office. iliev Bin Mi Masadykov says tile 

I j i. I 11 . 11 h t -i ii 11 ■>. ,u,' ha vs n (si linislicd Hmi Iasi Hull nisnu'ciiis were 

unhkelv io sec llie preside ill stipjX'ileis meeting unable Io slop voter 

hnnseli ■ he is not expected Things are going well, says legist ml ion is a sign of hope 
lo travel to Kandahar before Han Fida Mohammed. Mr Still. Talchnn mumidalion 
polling day, because of Qmiimi’s campaign manager means most expect liirnout it) 
socunlv concerns. "h’s still uol known, bin we the south lo lx lowci than 

He was nearly assassinated es|xci lo gel Hi or Al'i,, of oilier parts ol lhe country 
Here two y ears ago. Ihc vote ” There are also increasing 

Thai is another advantage ol Given dial Mr Qmliini - a rcixiris ol some campaign 
Hie "iirga" lactic - it is also northern Tajik - is strongly teams putting pressure on 
niueli safer for campaign disliked by many or llie voters, 
workers. soul hem Kandaharis, this. Mr Masadv kov says Hie UN 

Alter llie jirga is over, the appears confidence ill llie has heard such allegations 
ciders head home lo make extreme and vve are trying to verily 

llieir rccoinmeudalions, Bui Bui Hail Mohammed also these cases, bul so far, il has 
docs this system really allow says he would lx happy if Mr been very difficult' 
people a free choice? Qaiuuu did a deal with Mr In recent weeks, Kandahar 

"livery coimm has ils own Kar/ai and withdrew. "We lias been relatively quiet 
wav." savs Ahmed Kur/ui waul unity and |xace." he As llie election approaches. 
"This is Hie way Afglmus says. Jjte question many in llie city 

have decided their fulure. in The hig concern here in are asking are * is Hus a sign 
history We are people of Kandahai is pioieciing Hie dial the polls will pass oil 
jirgas The jirga comes and election process, m what is more peacefully than anyone 
i.'nnli loll avi licit util lie tin' mosl vnl.ilile ret’ion ol W;1S hoping, PT IS tt tilC lull 


Bakers, birds in cages 
and Bollywood movies 
the real Indian 
embassy in the 
country, Afghans often 
joke. 

Kandahar ba/aar has an eye¬ 
catching mix of shops 
Here arc gold- and silver- 
colored cooking |xils. piled 
high Then several shops 
slacked only with car radios, 
lollowcd b\ a line of 
butchers - red and brown 
hunks ol meal hanging 
outside 

I he ha/aar's mam si reel 
seizes your aiteulion Thai is 
more than can lx said for die 
eleeiion campaign here. 

As elsewhere m Mghanislan. 


;o the Bon ns much as they can to forces the eradicative 
and the disrupt the elections, activities, fears and 
of the they are trying up to operations by the 1 
an the climax point. eradicative elements 

; president Secondly the threats base inclined 
cted in the by the armed People are much more 
Presidential commanders during worried about 

vhich is to and after the elections, consequences of the 
'Ut on ninth and even now the elections process 
people of v illages and Because of the worries 
seople are rural areas are facing and fears some people 
lecause of such warnings in case may avoid to use 1 licit' 
lies of the the International votes and thev may 

i and every Security Keeping indicate themselves as 
Is. they are Forces and our own neutral. blit 

selecting a National Security nevertheless the 

n the basis forces are prepared to election would be 
s, and are prevent every kind ol accomplished and a 
for the destructive activities by president would be 
elections some eradicative selected, 

the multi- elements before the But one tiling which 
fortuity, elections, and 1100 should be considered is 
d overall more security forces ihat not taking part in 
he countrv have arrived for that the elections clearly 
people are purpose, even though shows the vulnerability j 
,vo main people are worried of the government to 

in the because during the last secure the life of the 

hile voting: two years the people, in the result 
iparent and government has acted the support of the 

sfiult made against the would be lessen 

la and other requirements the government, 

elements, people to disarm the distances would be ; 
mgering the armed forces and their increased and the 

after the threats, and even in the peace would be 

especially in existence of Lbe clashed and legal 

it months as national and executions would be 

ns wet near international security out of move. 
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